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ECONOMIC TRENDS

Number of Jobs

The number of jobs includes private
and public, full-time and part-time,
and self-employment as well as wage
and salary employment.

e 2,705 in 2006, compared to
2,197 in 1969.

« Increased by 23 percent
between 1969 and 2006,
compared to an increase of
114 percent in Montana.

« Increased by 14 percent in
the 1970s, increased by 15
percent in the 1980s, and
increased by 7 percent in the
1990s.

« Ranked 36th - from most to
least, among the 56 counties
in 2006.

Real Wage per Job*

Wage per job refers to the average
annual wage or salary per job, in other
words, all wage and salary payments
divided by the number of jobs.

« $25,366 in 2006, compared
to $27,588 a decade earlier.

« Increased 18 percent be-
tween 1970 and 1980, de-
creased 4 percent between
1980 and 1990, and de-
creased 23 percent between
1990 and 2000.

« Ranked 39th in 2005 - from
highest to lowest—out of the
56 counties.

Median Household Income*

Median household income is the level
of income at which half the population
has lower incomes and half has higher
incomes.

« $34,302 in 2005, $35,721 in
1999, and $37,199 in 1989.

« Ranked 33rd - from highest
to lowest - out of the 56
counties in 2005.
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Per Capita Income*

Per capita income is the “mean” or average income received
by individuals, that is, total income divided by total number of

people.

« $24,920 in 2006, compared to $31,667 in Mon-

tana.

« Increased 26.3 percent between 1995 and 2005

compared to 23.4 percent in Montana.

« Increased 56.1 percent since 1969 when it was

$15,904.

« Decreased 2.8 percent in the 1970s, increased
27.0 percent in the 1980s, and decreased 1.3

percent in the 1990s.

« Ranked 40th - from highest to lowest - out of the

56 counties in 2004.

Unemployment Rate

The average annual unemploy-
ment rate in 2007:

« 3.8 percent compared to 3.1
for Montana.

« Ranked 16th - from highest
to lowest - out of the 56
counties.

Poverty Rate

The poverty rate is the percentage of
people living below the poverty level or
“threshold.” Each year, the U.S.
Office of Management and Budget
establishes a series of poverty thresh-
olds for different family sizes and
ages of household heads.

« 17.7 percent in 2005, 18.3
percent in 1999, and 17.3
percent in 1989.

o 17.7 percent compared to
14.6 percent in Montana in
2005.

« Ranked 12th - from highest
to lowest - out of the 56
counties in 2005.

Poverty Rate by Age

The poverty rate for people under 18:
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o 24.5 percent in 2005, 23.1 percent in 1999, and 20.5 percent in 1989.
o 24.5 percent compared to 20.2 percent in Montana in 2005.
« Ranked 18th - from highest to lowest, out of the 56 counties in 2005.

The poverty rate for the youngest children, those under age 5:

o 21.5 percent in 1999 compared to 19.8 percent in 1989.

o 21.5 percent in 1999 compared to 22.6 percent in Montana.

« Ranked 32nd - from highest to lowest - out of the 56 counties in 1999.

The poverty rate for people 65 and over:

o 12.1 percent in 1999 and 21.4 percent in 1989.

o 12.1 percent compared to 9.1 percent in Montana in 1999.

« Ranked 22nd - from highest to lowest - out of the 56 counties in 1999.

*Adjusted for inflation




